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We will look at the िस�ा�त-शैव understanding of ितरोधान &
अनगुर्ह (Concealment & Grace). 

To recap first, in this thread below, we had a brief look at
the three types of insentients: मल, कम� & माया.  

Barring 1st 2, all insentients in existence are products of
माया.

āṅgīrasaśreṣṭha
@GhorAngirasa

Replying to @GhorAngirasa

But िशव's grace is such that he enables the products of माया 
(तन-ुकरण -भवुन -भोग ) to serve as conduits for the ripening of 
our कम� - rituals enjoined for the bodies, sacred acts to 
engage the senses/instruments, temples & य�शाल -s for 
the worlds & sacred objects to see, etc.
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As seen here, we have 2 types of माया—श�ुमाया & अश�ुमाया. It is the latter that is deemed

a bond/पाश. So, let us restate the bonds that afflict the souls: मल, कम� & अश�ुमाया. 

So, how do these bonds figure in the five acts of परमिशव? What are these five acts?
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1. The 'pure' path, श�ुा�वा, made up of श�ुमाया or 'िब�द'ु and  
2. The 'impure' path, अश�ुा�वा, made up of अश�ुमाया .  

In the अश�ुा�वा, the बर्�ा�ड occupies the lowest part. Within 
this बर्�ा�ड, our earth occupies an infinitesimally tiny 
portion.
6:48 AM · Mar 21, 2021
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It is well-known that in िस�ा�त-शैवम,् परमिशव performs 5 acts: 

1. सिृ�ट - Generation/“Creation” - After a महापर्लय, परमिशव once again stirs up श�ुमाया/

https://threadreaderapp.com/
https://threadreaderapp.com/user/GhorAngirasa
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1384313490991579136
https://threadreaderapp.com/user/GhorAngirasa
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526824412573696%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526824412573696%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1373526824412573696?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526824412573696%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1373526821820452867?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526824412573696%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1373526824412573696?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526824412573696%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526824412573696%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&tweet_id=1373526824412573696
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1373526824412573696?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526824412573696%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526814065270788%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526814065270788%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1373526814065270788?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526814065270788%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1373526811582210052?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526814065270788%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1373526814065270788?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526814065270788%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526814065270788%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&tweet_id=1373526814065270788
https://twitter.com/GhorAngirasa/status/1373526814065270788?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373526814065270788%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1384313490991579136.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request


िब�द,ु creates worlds for very exalted souls & gives them िब�द-ुmade bodies to enjoy

these worlds & supreme offices.

1. Cont’d: One of these souls is अन�त, the highest of an exalted group of the 8 िव�े�वर-s,

who all reside in ई�वरत�व. They are almost equal to परमिशव in their brilliance,

omnipotence & omniscience, with each, starting from अन�त, a little more exalted than

the next one.

1. Cont’d: भगवान ्अन�त’s body is made of श�ुमाया/िब�द.ु His own world is made of िब�द.ु He

is never sullied by अश�ुमाया. However, he is the one who stirs up that अश�ुमाया &
kickstarts the creation of these lower worlds.

1. Cont’d: अश�ुमाया comprises of everything from the 1st product/evolute of अश�ुमाया
(कलात�व) all the way down to पिृथवीत�व (not to be confused with our 🌏 itself, which is

just a tiny part of our बर्�ा�ड, which itself is contained within पिृथवीत�व).

1. Cont’d: In बर्�ा�ड, we have the opportunities for performance of प�ुय & पाप &

enjoyment of the fruits of such प�ुय & पाप.  

देव, ग�धव�, य�, र�, असरु, नाग, िपशाच, मन�ुय & other �थावरज�गम-These births are only

available in this बर्�ा�ड, in this पिृथवीत�व.

1. Cont’d: This बर्�ा�ड is supported by 100 �दर्-s. Beyond पिृथवीत�व, we have worlds in

जल, अि�न, वाय,ु आकाश, अहंकार, बिु�, गणु, पर्कृित & प�ुष त�व-s, reached by souls who have also

become �दर्-s. 

All of them are ultimately subservient to भगवान ्अन�त.

1. Cont’d: Every िस�ा�ती worth his salt must know the following maxim by heart: 

श�ुऽे�विन िशवः कता�।पर्ो�तोऽन�तोऽिसते पर्भःु॥ 

In the श�ुा�वन ्(made of िब�द)ु, िशव is the creator/agent while अन�त is the master in the

अश�ुा�वन ्(made of अश�ुमाया).

1. Cont’d: िशव initiates the generation of the श�ुा�वन ्(pure course of worlds) from िब�द,ु

selects a soul to be अन�त who initiates the generation of अश�ुा�वन ्(impure course of

worlds) from अश�ुमाया.

1. Cont’d: Thus, very briefly, we have seen how सिृ�ट is structured in the िस�ा�त & how

it is initiated by परमिशव by His eternally inseparable & unlimited शि�त. 

Why he has अन�त be in charge of अश�ुा�वन?्

1. Cont’d:  

1. It befits His supreme majesty. 

2. Out of His spontaneous grace, he gives these offices to very exalted souls so that

they may wear off their residual impurity (मल) & attain a perpetual & complete

realization of their innate equality with परमिशव.



1. Cont’d: So, to return to the original topic:  

How is सिृ�ट an expression of िशव’s अनगुर्ह/grace?  

1. सिृ�ट allows ordinary souls like us to work out our कम� through consumption. ++

1. Cont’d:  

2. It allows the िव�े�वर, म�तर्, म�तरे्�वर & भवुनपित souls, (who have transcended कम�, to
occupy exalted posts, gradually develop परमवैरा�य & attain true मिु�त (full equality with

परमिशव). 

Thus, िशवशि�त is pure grace even during the सिृ�ट phase.

2. ि�थित - Maintenance 

Insentient products of अश�ुमाया (मायेय) can’t take care of themselves. Sentient beings

are not of unlimited strength. So, how does the सिृ�ट last?

2. Cont’d: परमिशव’s शि�त compassionately does ि�थित so that the objectives of sentient

entities stated before (Souls of different states being able to work their way towards

maturation/प�व) can be fulfilled. Therefore, this ि�थित is also अनगुर्ह only.

3. सहंार - Dissolution 

This is the reverse of सिृ�ट. This occurs in several stages. From the dissolution of

लोकतर्य (भलूोक, भवुलो�क & �वलो�क) to dissolution of बर्�ा�ड; to upto पर्कृितत�व, to upto

अश�ुमाया, upto dissolution of श�ुा�वन ्into िब�द.ु

3. Cont’d:  

From शर्ीमन-्मगृ�ेदर् 

भोगसाधनमाि��य कृ�वा कारण सशंर्यम।्  

त�च सा�मकमाक्र�य िवशर्मायावित�ठते॥  

भिवनां भविख�नानां सव�भतूिहतो यतः।  

�वापावसान ंआसा� पनुः पर्ा�व�पर्वत�ते॥

3. Cont’d: The 4 products (तन-ुकरण-भवुन-भोग) described below are absorbed into their

cause, अश�ुमाया at the end of ि�थित at a time determined by परमिशव.  

Why does he do this? 

To give some rest, to give some sleep to the souls which have been suffering in ससंार/
भव.
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माया is a positive reality, the basic raw material which 
evolves into our bodies, cognitive instruments, worlds & 
objects (तन-ुकरण -भवुन -भोग ). Now, this existence made of 
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माया has two paths: ++
6:48 AM · Mar 21, 2021
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3. Cont’d: So even सहंार is nothing but परमिशव’s boundless अनगुर्ह. Now what else does

he do during this time? 

From शर्ीमन-्मगृ�ेदर् 

�वापऽे�या�ते बोधयन ्बोधयो�यान ्

रो�यान ्��धन ्पाचयन ्किम�कम� । 
मायाश�ती�य�ि�तयो�याः पर्कुव�न ्

प�यन ्सव� य�था व�तजुातम ्॥

Even during this universal “sleep” state, परमिशव imparts illuminating wisdom to those

fit for such wisdom. (“...बोधयन ्बोधयो�यान.्..”) 

Thus, we find an allusion in the दर्ािवड-�तोतर् of शर्ी-अ�पर ्to the idea of िशव imparting

the आगम during the “great �वाप” (sleep).
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“ित�िवडैम�दरू”् is the tamizh rendering of शर्ी-म�य-अजु�न” 
(म�याज ु�न-�ेतर्).

1:01 PM · Jun 20, 2020
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But the verse also says, “रो�यान ्��धन”्. 

He also blocks/binds/covers (��धन)् those who are [fit] to be blocked/covered (रो�यान)्.

Block, bind or cover what? To block a soul from gaining freedom from the three

bonds of मल, कम� & माया.  

Or, to actually bind it to those 3.  

Wait, why would परमिशव, whose very form is अनगुर्ह, do that? Why would he veil our

vision of the truth?
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• • •

So far, we have seen how 3 of परमिशव’s acts (सिृ�ट, ि�थित & सहंार) are actually nothing but

अनगुर्ह in guise. 

We will soon look at the fourth act, ितरोधान, the act of concealment.  

Many introductory books often define it as the opposite of अनगुर्ह. But what is it

really?


